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P R E S I D E N T ’ S  L E T T E R
On behalf of the Board of Directors of the Historic Valley Junction Foundation, I am pleased to reflect on a successful 
and meaningful year for our organization. In 2025, the Foundation continued to advance its mission of preserving the 
historic character of Valley Junction while fostering a vibrant, welcoming district that supports small businesses and 
strengthens community connections.

Our events remained a cornerstone of economic vitality and community engagement. Longstanding traditions such 
as the Valley Junction Arts Festival, Pumpkin Walk, and Jingle in the Junction once again drew strong attendance 
and reinforced the district’s role as a regional destination. Valley Junction Pride continued to grow, reflecting our 
commitment to inclusivity, while initiatives like DIY in the Junction created hands-on opportunities for residents and 
visitors to engage directly with local shops and makers.

The Farmers Market and Music in the Junction continued to serve as a weekly anchor for the district, supporting local 
vendors and creating a lively gathering place for families, neighbors, and visitors. Together, our events and programs 
increased foot traffic, strengthened business visibility, and contributed to the overall vitality of Historic Valley Junction.

In 2025, the Foundation was also proud to continue its impact through our microgrant program, which provided 
direct financial support to local businesses for projects that enhanced the district. These grants helped spark creative 
improvements, small-scale placemaking efforts, and business initiatives that might not otherwise have been possible, 
reinforcing our belief that targeted investment can have a meaningful community impact.

None of these accomplishments would be possible without the dedication of our volunteers, sponsors, business 
owners, community partners, and supporters. Your commitment continues to shape the success of the district.
As we look ahead, we are grateful for the momentum built in 2025 and remain committed to stewarding Historic Valley 
Junction for generations to come.

Jason Keigley
Board President, 2025

2 0 2 5  B O A R D  O F  D I R EC T O R S
Jason Keigley | President | First National Bank Savannah Minnick | Director | Community Housing Initiatives
Chloe Bratvold | Vice President | WB Realty, BTC Investments Val Veiock | Director | Bing’s
Felicia Coe | Past President | Cirque Wonderland Susan Watts | Director | Olson-Larsen Galleries
Stephanie Trannel | Treasurer | Red House Remodeling Meredith Wells | Director | MoMere
Mitchell Callahan | Secretary | Resident Renee Hardman | West Des Moines City Council Liaison
Ryan Cooper | Director | Cooper’s on 5th Brad Munford | West Des Moines City Staff Liaison
Trevor Jordison | Director | Mallory Law Everett Mullican | West Des Moines               Chamber Liaison
Dr. Vicky Long Hill | Director | Eddie Davis Community Center

S TA F F
Steve FrevertSteve Frevert | Executive Director

Larry KasterLarry Kaster | Event & Marketing Manager
Bobbie BishopBobbie Bishop | Office Assistant
Jon BoumaJon Bouma | Venue Coordinator



M I S S I O N
The Historic Valley Junction Foundation guides the evolution of the original 

Valley Junction district in West Des Moines, Iowa by preserving and honoring 
our historic character, supporting small businesses, and connecting the 

community.

V I S I O N
Historic Valley Junction is the gathering place that is the heart and soul of West 
Des Moines - a delightful mix of old and new, bridging generations with unique 

shops, vibrant events, and a walkable hometown feel. 

D I S T R I C T  I N F O
•	 Main Street Program Founded April 1987
•	 Employers: 151
•	 Full-time Employees: 639
•	 Part-time Employees: 637
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•	 Total private property investment: $10,461,771 

•	 23 private property projects completed: $540,451
•	 5 properties sold: $9,921,320

•	 Net gain 1 employer
•	 Net loss 33 full-time, net gain 14 part-time jobs
•	 4,466 volunteer hours valued at $133,801 (Independent Sector: 

$29.93/hour in Iowa)
•	 5,126 HVJF office/Welcome Center visitors
•	 29,169 Facebook followers
•	 9,030 Instagram followers
•	 5,622 community e-blast subscribers
•	 63 public events presented by HVJF
•	 14 new business openings
•	 $2,915 in gift certificates sold
•	 65 district businesses and property owners contributed to the 

annual investment campaign (40%)
•	 1.2 million visitors to the district



S I N C E  1 9 8 7
•	 $99,115,116 private property investment total = $2,475,404/acre
•	 568 property improvements recorded, totaling $53,585,567
•	 122 property purchases recorded, totaling $45,529,549
•	 188,922 volunteer hours recorded 

2 0 2 5  H I G H L I G H T S
•	 Cityview Magazine “Best of Des Moines” awards:

	- Valley Junction – Best Shopping District
	- Bing’s - Best Local Store, Best Local Gift Shop, Best Valley Junction Store
	- Cooper’s on 5th - Best Valley Junction Restaurant
	- Winchester Public House - Best Fancy-Pants Bar, Best Whiskey Menu
	- Reading in Public - Best Local New or Used Book Store
	- CPR - Best Local Phone Repair ShopBix & Co. – Best Local Sports Bar
	- Your CBD Store – Best Local CBD Store

•	 Held six stakeholder meetings 
•	 Awarded a total of $5,000 in Business Operations Microgrants to 5 applicants
•	 Awarded a total of $4,400 in Exterior Improvement Microgrants to 4 applicants
•	 Programmed Lil’ Sprouts kids zone in 300 block during the farmers market
•	 Scheduled Main Street Iowa design consultations for 520 Fifth and 206 Fifth
•	 Received $27,500 in grant funding from IEDA and $10,000 from Prairie Meadows
	 for new Railroad Park globe lights
•	 Participated in Capital City Pride parade
•	 Installed new painted piano in 100 block walkway
•	 Received $2,500 AARP grant for new PA system
•	 Hosted WDM Chamber YURtern summer intern orientation
•	 Presented expanded Valley Junction Pride event
•	 Launched new Vintage, Thrift, & Handmade Market
•	 Designed and installed new light pole banners
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2AU Limited
A Okay Antiques/Atomic 

Garage
Big Acai
Bing’s
Bix & Co.
Bozz Prints
BTC Investments, LLC
BW Outdoors
Mitchell Callahan
Calvary Chapel Living Hope
Candle Bar DSM
Celebrations Couture
Cindy’s Boutique in Valley 

Junction
Cirque Wonderland
City Design
Coffee Cats Café
Complete Wellness 

Chiropractic
Cooper’s on 5th
Cutler Development
Des Moines Shoe Repair

Destiny Church
Dr. Mark Essy, DDS
Jennie Doke-Kerns
EC Design Group, Ltd.
Femme Revival
First National Bank
Five Monkeys Inc
Tom Florian
G Mig’s 5th Street Pub
Good Day Treasures
Google Fiber
Gremler Wealth 

Management
Happy DSM
Harlow + James
Hart-Hammer, Inc.
High Water Investments
Invisible Fence
Iowa Made Market
Ivy Lane
Kavanaugh Art Gallery
KCL Engineering
Morris Lare

Kunzler Studios
Lowell’s Towing Service
Dr. Vicky Long Hill
Martin’s Flag Company
Memory Lane Antiques
Mitzi’s 
Savannah Minnick
MoMere
Olson-Larsen Galleries
Outdoor Lighting 

Perspectives
Private Wealth Asset 

Management
Profit Consultants
RAMCO Innovations
Ramsey Law Office
Red House Remodeling
Rocky Mountain Chocolate 

Factory
Sassy’s
Selzer & Company
Sisters
Skylabs

St. Kilda Collective
Darlene Strachan
Studio Melee
The Iowa Quilt Block
The Spice & Tea Exchange
The Tavern Pizza & Pasta
Two Oaks Wealth
Valley Junction Insurance
The Theatrical Shop
Russ & Alana Trimble 

Family
Upcycled DSM
Veridian Credit Union
Village Blacksmith
Waste Connections of Iowa
West Bank
West Des Moines Lions 

Club
Yarn Junction Co.
Your CBD Store Valley 

Junction


