






MURALS 
Murals are intended to serve an artistic and/or historic 

function rather than an advertising function and are not 

considered signs. Murals can celebrate the area's 

unique identity and culture while adding color and 

beauty to otherwise blank walls. 

• Before installation, a sketch of all murals shall be

reviewed by the Art Council. Their recommendation

shall be forwarded to the City Council for approval

of a Level 1 Minor Modification (see City sign

regulations).

• Mural advertising is not allowed.

AWNINGS, CANOPIES AND MARQUEES 
Awnings and canopies provide another canvas on 

which to place signs. Depending on design and 

placement, their use can eliminate the need for wall or 

projecting signs. Guidelines for awnings and canopy 

signs include: 

• Shall maintain a minimum 8' clearance above grade.

• Shall provide a hold harmless/indemnification
agreement & proof of insurance to the City.

• Sign copy area on awning counts as wall signage.

• If the awning is backlit (entire awning glows), then

entire awning square footage shall be counted as

signage.

• Existing marque signs shall be allowed to remain

provided they are appropriately maintained.
• However, new marque signs are prohibited.

OTHER IMPORTANT CONSIDERATIONS 
• Flags - Must be a minimum of 8' above sidewalk, maximum projection

of5'.

• Sidewalk Encroachment (Privately Owned Street Furniture) - includes
benches, planters, tables, chairs, etc. Must be located adjacent to your

building. Minimum of 5' unobstructed walkway must be maintained.

Items must be taken in at night, or stacked neatly and secured. One

time fee and hold harmless is required, with annual proofof insurance.

• Merchandise - Nothing shall be used or set out on the sidewalk for

such purposes which might endanger or injure anyone passing on the

sidewalk. May use a maximum of 3' in width of the sidewalk next to

and in front of building. Requires minimum of 5' unobstructed public

sidewalk. Requires that sidewalk is 8' wide. Annual permit and fee with

a hold harmless and proofof insurance is required.

For more information, contact: 

Kevin Wilde, Sign and Zoning Administrator 

515.222.3630 or kevin.wilde@wdm.iowa.gov  
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Sign permits can be found on line at: 

http://www.wdm.iowa.gov/government/development-services/building-inspection/permit-applications/other 
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